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EDITORIALS 



DEVELOPMENTS AT SING SING. 



The public is already informed of the triumph of Mr. Thomas Mott 
Osborne in his having been cleared of the charges brought against 
him in connection with his conduct and management as Warden of 
Sing Sing prison. On July 15, he was reinstated in office. On page 
463 of this number we publish abstracts from an interview given 
by Mr. George W. Kirchwey, Warden during Mr. Osborne's absence, to 
the Evening Post of July 19 in which it appears that very important 
developments for science have already begun to grow out of the new 
Sing Sing. The Rockefeller Foundation has made it possible to 
secure the services of Dr. Bernard Glueck of the Government Hospital 
for the Insane at Washington who will make psychiatric investiga- 
tions among the prison population. Dr. Glueck's training in medicine 
and psychiatry and his standing in his profession will inspire the 
confidence of those who are acquainted with his work in the expecta- 
tion of scientific and practical results. 

Unfortunately we do not have space in which to reproduce the 
entire statement by Mr. Kirchwey. Those who are primarily in- 
terested in the more immediate effects of the Sing Sing system 
will want to know the bearing of Mr. Osborne's self-government 
scheme upon the discipline of the prison. On this point Mr. Kirch- 
wey's statement is to the effect that the problem of discipline has been 
solved. He says: 

"In looking up the records of men applying for parole, 
I found an almost invariable record of misconduct down to 
the period when Mr. Osborne became Warden. From that 
time on the punishment card was almost invariably a blank. 
Again and again when I inquired as to the character of 
an inmate, I have been told by the principal keeper or by 
other officers that he was a pretty bad man under the old 
system, but that he was well-behaved under the new. Men 
have come to Sing Sing from other prisons with their record- 
card, showing repeated instances of misconduct in the prison 
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from which they have been transferred, and then immediately 
took their places as orderly well-behaved members of the 
Sing Sing community. This was not the exceptional case, 
but the usual one. 

"In the few instances in which there has been serious 
misconduct under the new order, a 'cutting' affair, or some- 
thing of that sort, the man guilty of the act was almost in- 
variably found to be insane or so mentally defective as to 
call for his removal to an asylum. 

"Regarding discipline in the prison, I have never found 
the least difficulty in securing from the Executive Board, the 
Judiciary Board, or the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Mutual 
Welfare League, the support I needed in the maintenance of 
good order. The Executive Board has repeatedly recom- 
mended to me that I have an offending member examined to 
determine his mental condition or that I obtain his transfer to 
another prison on the ground that he proved himself by his 
conduct an undesirable member of our prison community. I 
should say that the success of a warden in maintaining dis- 
cipline would depend entirely upon the extent to which he 
brought the inmates' organization, the Mutual Welfare 
League, into co-operation with him. Of course, no warden 
can divest himself of his responsibility for the maintenance of 
good order in the prison. He must exercise unceasing vig- 
ilance and supervision over matters of that kind." 

Robert H. Gault. 



PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REGARDING COM- 
PULSORY ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES. 



Sections 607 to 619 inclusive of the New York Code of Criminal 
Procedure contain the provisions for compelling the attendance of 
witnesses in Criminal Cases in that State. It is unnecessary to refer 
to all the sections. I shall quote those sections which are important 
for our purposes, and comment upon them. 

Section 608 reads: 

"Magistrate may issue subpoenas, on information or presentment. 
"A Magistrate before whom an information is laid, may issue 



